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literature produced by many noted explorers and students on Russian and Chi- 
nese Turkestan, this work also makes some contributions to our knowledge of 
the geography and history of these parts of Central Asia. Its distinctive interest 
is that it often reveals to us the Asiatic point of view. Part I, is given to a 
systematic geographical account of the countries, peoples and products of these 
regions. Part II, to the history of Central Asia ; Part III, to Afghanistan ; and 
Part IV, to Northwestern Mongolia. The author undertakes so much in one 
octavo volume that his treatment is necessarily summary, but his facts are 
judiciously selected and the contents bear the impression of the trained geog- 
rapher. The map is good and helpful. 

Uber das Verhaltnis der Geschlechter in Indien. Bearbeitet nach 
amtlichem Material. Von Robert Kirchhoff. Heft IV: Statist, u. National- 
okonotn. Abhandl. Herausgegeben von Dr. Georg von Mayr. IV and 118 
pp. and map. Ernest Reinhardt, Verlagsbuchhandlung, Munich, igog. 
A study based upon official data on sex conditions in India. The census of 
1 901 showed that in the British provinces and the native states the males ex- 
ceeded the females by about 5,000,000 souls in a total population of 294,361,056. 
In other words to every 1,000 males there were 963 females. The author be- 
lieves that many of the women were not counted in the census returns partly 
on account of the seclusion of a great number of them, particularly among the 
Mohammedans, and also because less care was given to the enumeration of the 
females. The Indian marriage system is discussed and also the many influences 
that fix the social position and shape the life history of Indian women. A care- 
ful study based upon the most reliable data available. 

Dawn in Toda Land. A narrative of missionary effort on the Nilgiri Hills, 
South India. By C. F. Ling, with a foreword by Amy Wilson-Carmichael. 
XI and go pp., and illustrations. Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London, igio. 

The Todas are a small tribe found only on the Nilgiri Hills and numbering 
less than 800 souls. They have no traditions as to their origin. "We came from 
nowhere," they say; "we have always been here." They are a fine race phy- 
sically, taller and fairer than the people of the plains, neat and orderly and live 
by grazing large herds of buffalo. The book tells the story of these simple and 
isolated people and of the successful efforts of missionary teachers in the past 
fourteen years to improve their condition. 

Ceylon. By Alfred Clark. VIII and 88 pp., map and illustrations. In the 
Series " Peeps at many Lands." The Macmillan Co., New York, igio. 75c. 

The book gives in brief compass clear impressions of the most noteworthy 
aspects of Ceylon. A great deal of striking information is compacted in 87 pp., 
for there is no waste language. At the same time the work is very readable and 
the twelve full-page pictures in colors illustrate effectively the natives and 
various phases of Ceylon. 

The Burman, His Life and Notions. By Shway Yoe. XXXIV, 58g pp. 
and index. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London, iqro. $3.25. 
It is rare that any author of the definitive work on any topic of which he is 
master has enjoyed the opportunities of successive revisions at considerable in- 
tervals whereby he has been able to maintain his superiority despite the shift 
of conditions. That has been the fortune of the author of this intimate study of 
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the Burman, a classic from its first printing. First published in 1882 it took 
immediate rank as the one authoritative study of not only the Burman but of 
the Turanian life and character." As such the present reviewer recalls with 
gratitude the light which it shed upon the daily life of Mandalay and Rangoon 
in the land of the yellow robe and the honorific umbrella. After fourteen years 
the author was able in a second edition to correct errors, not that many such were 
found by the severest critics, and to add new matter. After a second interval 
of fourteen years, in which Burma passed from under the bloody and slothful 
rule of Thibaw into the hands of competent British administration, the author 
has rewritten his book with an eye carefully directed upon the immediate re- 
sults of the change of conditions. In all human probability this will be the final 
edition, for in the passage of the years the hand of the administrator must 
weary and he must lay his task aside. It is meet, therefore, to disregard the 
modesty of the title page and for Shway Yoe to read the distinguished name of 
Sir James George Scott, one of those able men who have passed from the 
crowded masses of Scotland to become great proconsuls at the verge of British 
empire. In this last edition the author has yielded his own judgment in the 
matter of transliteration and has adopted the system formulated by the Royal 
Geographical Society; this concession makes for uniformity, but it does not 
avail to clear away the difficulties of the language and cannot compare with 
the beautiful precision of the scientific alphabet which by simple means has 
been found so ready of application to other tonal languages. We could wish 
that Sir James had shown himself equally complaisant in sacrificing his trans- 
lations of Burman verse into English doggerel, but that is probably too much 
to ask any one who finds that he has a facility in rhythm and in rhyme. The 
blemish is but slight in a work where so much is found to transcend all praise. 
It is not merely the story of the Burman in his religious and in his social and 
his civil life, so far as life is at all dissociable from religion in a community 
where the chief end of living is to attain merit whereby one more step is taken 
toward Ne'ban or Nirvana. In the lapse of years the same witness has been 
able to present the old Burman as he was before the rule of the Lord of the 
White Elephant had passed, and the new Burman who is struggling toward 
adjustment to meet the new conditions. William Churchill. 

GENERAL 
The Conservation of Water. By John L. Mathews. 2S9 pages and illustra- 
tions. Small, Maynard & Co., Boston, 1910. 
This book sustains the standard set in "Re-making the Mississippi." It is an 
interesting and instructive exposition of the value of the streams of the country. 
Chapters on Water as a Resource, Floods and Flood Prevention, Storage, Mun- 
icipal Supply, Water Power, Swamp Drainage, Irrigation and the Conservation 
of our soil are included, and any one who desires to obtain a presentation of the 
conditions now existing as well as some of the tendencies can do no better than 
to read this book. Many of the nation's extravagances and inconsistencies are 
displayed, as, for instance, the pollution of streams used for a water supply. 
We have been profligate of our heritage. The tale is a much-repeated one, but 
we cannot be told too often of our failings, to the end that we may see our errors 
not only as pertaining to large rivers, like the Mississippi, and to extensive pro- 
jects, like the Uncompahgre, but also as the personal factor in smaller rivers, 
swamps, hillsides and wooded tracts of our own immediate neighborhood. 



